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I think, were packed off into the desert, by the influence of
Bachel, who remains in possession. She has had at least
a son and daughter, which two, I believe, were all that lived
past infancy. Your brother Gal used to apprehend that
a marriage would be declared in order to legitimate the
boy, but he died some years ago. The daughter is become
so great a favourite, that that very circumstance will
probably prevent any marriage, which would not benefit
her; and the alliance with the house of Gainsborough
flatters your brother enough, I think, to make him desirous
of aggrandizing your nephew Horace, I look thither too,
but not at all forgetting who must come before him* Your
brother Ned, on James's death, talked to me very explicitly
of all centering in Horace; and the very frankness with
which he mentions his natural children to you, seems an
earnest that he has no thoughts of providing for them but
as natural children. I would therefore advise you to approve
of his designs for them, and talk to him with the same
easiness of them as he does.

Your red riband is certainly postponed. There was but
one vacant, which was promised to General Draper, who,
when he thought he felt the sword dubbing his shoulder,
was told that my Lord Olive could not conquer the Indies
a second time without being a Knight of the Bath. This,
however, I think will be but a short parenthesis, for I expect
that heaven-fiorn hero3 to return from whence he came, instead
of bringing hither all the Mogul's pearls and rubies. Yet,
before that happens there will probably be other vacancies
to content both Draper and you.

You have a new neighbour coming to you, Mr. William
Hamilton, one of the King's equerries, who succeeds Sir
James Gray at Naples. Hamilton is a friend of mine, is

2 Expression of Mr. Pitt, afterwards Lord Chatham, in the House of
Commons on Lord Clive.    Walpole.
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